Ohio Voter Survey Results: High support for later school starting times
for adolescents and little concern about possible consequences
QUESTION WORDING:
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33%

Unsure
6%
QUESTION WORDING:
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Later start times will
ensure that students
are healthier and
perform at their best
in school, in order to
get better grades and
maximize their
learning, so they
support later school
starting times in the
morning for the
middle and high
schools

61
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“Generally speaking, do
Support
you support or oppose
61%
later school starting times
in the morning for the
middle and high schools?”
OVERALL
RESULTS

SUB-GROUP RESULTS*

OVERALL RESULTS

“Which opinion comes
closest to yours?”

36

Public school parents

Tested both in concept and as a
practice, the idea of later start
times has strong support among
parents and non-parents,
despite possible adverse effects
that could result. Support for the
idea was above 50% among
every sub-group, including
senior citizens.
62

Later start times will
cost too much money to
implement and will
disrupt schedules for
busing and parents with
younger children in
school, so they oppose
later school starting
times in the morning for
the middle and high
schools

Non-parents

SUB-GROUP
58
RESULTS
34

Public school parents

37

Non-parents

5
Mixed (vol.) & Unsure comb.
* Differences are not statistically significant

Methods
This survey research data was gathered through telephone interviews that specially-trained interviewers conducted with 801 randomly-selected
registered voters in the State of Ohio with histories of voting in recent November general elections, who had valid residential, VOIP or cellular
telephone numbers. The interviews were performed during the period of January 24, 2017 through January 28, 2017. The overall estimated
margin of sampling error is +/- 3.46%, based on a confidence level of 95%, although it varies for each individual question. This means that if this
survey were repeated, 95 times out of 100 the results would be within plus or minus 3.46% of those provided herein. Adjustments were made to
weight the results toward demographic and geographic characteristics of the state’s electorate, in order to account for under- and over-sampling
that normally occurs as a result of the random selection process, and to ensure that all major sub-groups are represented in proportion to their
actual percentages. Like all polls, this survey research is subject to other possible sources of error, such as unintentional bias in the wording of
questions, data-entry error and nonresponse bias. Please note that this survey question was not funded or commissioned by any
organization or committee, nor was Fallon Research & Communications, Inc. retained by any parties of interest in this matter.
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